Philosophy

Neighbourhood houses operate on the belief that in a democracy people must act cooperatively on their own behalf, and that the cultivation of an informed and active citizenry is essential to society.  It is in the neighbourhood that social forces directly affect the lives of families.  And it is in the neighbourhood that the responsibilities of democracy can be learned as neighbours work together for better conditions in education, housing and other vital matters on the basis of their own personal knowledge.  A neighbourhood house stands at the crossroads, helping neighbours to be active and articulate, and helping them to join forces with others in society who can make their action effective.

Because the neighourhood house is familiar and easily accessible, it is effective in reaching people and helping them with their community aspirations and problems.  As a non-government organization it is a resource centre with the flexibility to meet changing neighbourhood conditions and needs. It differs from most other social organizations in that it is concerned about the community as a whole and works toward improving the quality of both community and family life.   Programs and services reach all age groups

and a diverse population – men, women, people of different abilities and different sexual orientations and people of many diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds.

“Neighbourhood Houses build strong, independent communities.  Neighbourhood Houses encourage people to thrive.  A Neighbourhood House is a partnership between individuals, neighbours, government and private enterprise.”
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